
MOBILE BROADBAND

Picking packages
For most users, the big decision is really just

a question of choosing which package you

want. You may think that’s based solely on

price, but there are other considerations too –

some of which you’ll find outlined in the

box. In particular, if you want to travel

abroad, remember that you can still fall foul

of the ludicrous data charges levied by many

of the UK mobile networks. But you don’t

have to; Vodafone, for example, has a

roaming pack that costs £99 per month but

includes 200MB of international data usage,

while roaming on 3’s networks is included in

its fees, so if you travel to Ireland, Austria,

Italy, Denmark, Sweden, Hong Kong or

Australia it could be the best option for you.

Coverage overseas, however, may be the

least of your problems. For all that the

networks are talking up their 3G services,

it’s quite limited, though growing swiftly. In

London, for example, Three’s ‘Turbo’

network only covered the area inside the

North and South Circular at the time of

writing, and many rural or semi-rural areas

don’t have it at all – even a moderately sized

town like Winchester doesn’t get coverage

in the period covered by the online map.

So if you’re thinking of

using HSDPA to give

yourself rural broadband,

or will be moving around

a lot of different areas,

check the coverage maps

on the different network

sites before you sign up

and tie yourself in to a

lengthy contract.

If it’s just occasional

data usage that you’re

after – perhaps the ability

to connect in a particular

place – then there’s one

other potentially attractive

option, which is

Vodafone’s Mobile

Broadband 24. You’ll pay

a whopping £199.75 for

the USB modem, but there’s no monthly

subscription at all. Instead, you pay as you

use, at £9.99 including Vat per 24 hours,

with a fair usage limit of 500MB for each

period; the modem price may put many off,

but if you have a laptop with HSDPA built in,

it could be an ideal tariff for some users.

Mobile data may still not be quite as

cheap as we’d like it to be – but compared to

this time last year, it’s a much better deal.

And, as someone once said, things can only

get better. PCW
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In the not-too-distant future, mobile telephony needn’t just be a tool to use when you’re away
from home, or beyond the reach of a Wifi network. Thanks to the femtocell – a very small 3G
network cell – you can use the same technology to connect seamlessly to the internet when
you return home or to the office.

A femtocell is a small base station that appears to mobile devices like a normal 3G cell; but
instead of being linked back to the network by expensive leased lines, it plugs into a local
network. The idea is that when you get home, your mobile phone, data card or 3G modem
switches to the femtocell and then makes use of your ADSL or cable internet connection.

So, with an HSDPA-equipped
laptop, and a femtocell like the
Oyster 3G from IP Access (www.

ipaccess.com), you won’t even need
Wifi at home. Your laptop will simply
switch automatically between the
home broadband and the mobile
network’s internet connection, using
the same 3G technology all the time.

Netgear has hinted that it
intends to launch a home gateway
router incorporating a femtocell,
perhaps by early 2008, and that’s
when the mobile broadband fun
will really begin.

Femtocells – at home with 3G

Mobile broadband comparison table
NETWORK TARIFF NAME EQUIPMENT COST MONTHLY COST DATA INCLUDED NOTES

O2 02 Data Max 1024 £141 £52.88 1GB
Fair usage limit. Includes 30 minutes’ Wifi
access per month

Orange Flex Data 35 Free £52.88 1GB Cash bundle scheme; see box for details

T-Mobile Web'n'Walk Plus Free £29 3GB Fair usage limit

T-Mobile Web'n'Walk Max Free £44 10GB Fair usage limit

3 Broadband Lite £49.99 £10 1GB 10p/MB charge for additional data

3 Broadband Plus Free £15 3GB 10p/MB charge for additional data

3 Broadband Max Free £25 7GB 10p/MB charge for additional data

Vodafone Mobile Broadband £117.49 £29.38 3GB
Fair usage limit. Equipment costs £58.74 
on 18-month contract

Vodafone Mobile Broadband
Travel £117.49 £111.63 3GB UK, 200MB

roaming
Fair usage limit. Equipment costs £58.74 
on 18-month contract

‘For all that the networks
are talking up their 3G
services, it’s quite limited’

With a femtocell, your laptop can

connect to your home broadband

connection using 3G HSDPA technology


