
WINDOWS < HANDS ON

Cake and eat it
Although Windows Desktop Search is

a great improvement on the XP Search

Companion for finding files with

certain content, it’s not the best tool

for finding files by name – especially in

non-indexed locations. If you’re trying

to hunt out an executable file or DLL,

for example, you are far better off with

the Search Companion. One

annoyance here is that if you’ve

installed Desktop Search, then the

Search commands on the Start Menu,

and the Windows Explorer toolbar will

now launch Desktop Search instead of

Search Companion. To get to the latter

you need to scroll down the left pane

and ‘Click here to use Search

companion’. It doesn’t seem possible

to create separate shortcuts for the two

searches. There are, however, some

workarounds.

The first involves a Registry edit.

Having made a System Restore point,

go to HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT \CLSID
\{FFAC7A18-EDF9-40DE-BA3F-
49FC2269855E} \TreatAs. Export
this key as a .reg file (this will give you

an ‘undo’ merge file) then delete the

TreatAs key (see screen 5). This will

restore the old behaviour of the Start

menu and Explorer toolbar items, but

you’ll still have the functionality of the

Desktop Search from the Taskbar

toolbar. However, there is a sacrifice –

you lose the specific Desktop Search

Explorer bar.

Windows Desktop Search is not the

only option. Copernic compares

favourably with WDS. It has a faster

preview, searches non-Microsoft mail,

and seems less prone to bugs. So, what

we’ve done is to ditch WDS, revert to

the Search Companion for searching

for files, and use Copernic for

searching in files. You’ll find it at

www.copernic.com. PCW
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Control panel item shortcuts
Filename Control Panel item Tabs

Access.cpl Accessibility options 5

Appwiz.cpl Add or remove programs N/A

Desk.cpl Display 5

Firewall.cpl Firewall 3

Inetcpl.cpl Internet options 7

Intl.cpl Regional and Language 3

Main.cpl Mouse and Keyboard 5,2

Mmsys.cpl Sounds and Audio 5

Nusmgr.cpl User Accounts N/A

Powercfg.cpl Power Options 4 – but can’t be configured

Sysdm.cpl System Properties 7

Timedate.cpl Date and Time 3

Wscui.cpl Security Centre N/A

Left: This hand-

made shortcut…

Right: …takes you

straight here

Precision targeting
In January’s column we looked at a

way of creating your own folder of

Control Panel ‘favourites’ in the

Windows XP Start menu. This month

we’ll refine that with a trick that lets

you jump straight to a specific tab of a

Control Panel item. You can’t do this

by dragging and dropping so first open

the Start menu. Navigate to (or create)

the ‘My Controls’ folder and create a

new shortcut.

Let’s say you want to go straight to

the Advanced tab in System

Properties. The System Properties

component file in XP Control Panel is

Sysdm.cpl. It has seven tabs, and the

Advanced tab is the third from the left

counting the home tab – General – as

0. A shortcut to control.exe
sysdm.cpl,@0,3 will open System

Properties with the Advanced tab

already selected (see screens 3 and 4).

Not all Control Panel items behave

in this way – some, such as Network

Setup or Add Hardware launch a

wizard. Others, such as Administrative

Tools or Fonts, open another folder,

and others still, such as Add and

Remove programs and User Accounts,

have a different interface for switching

between sections. Of those that do,

consistency should not be expected.

Whereas System Properties behaves

impeccably with @0,0 opening the

General tab through to @0,6 opening

the Remote tab, other applets don’t.

The Regional and Language tabs

appear to be numbered from @0,1 to

@0,3, and Display settings goes from

@0,0 opening the Desktop round to

@0,5 opening the usual default tab,

Themes. Power Options doesn’t appear

to respond to any switch, and the

waters may be further muddied by

device drivers and other software that

add their own tabs. Table 1 shows

some common Control Panel items

with their CPL filenames and number

of tabs. Feel free to jump in and

experiment. Note that your shortcuts

will have a default icon – you can

improve on this by changing the

shortcut icon to one in the

corresponding CPL file, or any other

icon that takes your fancy.

Below: Bring back

the Search

Companion

Bottom: Copernic

– we like it and

it’s free for

personal use
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