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variables. You’ll also notice two ways of

calling the subroutine; you can use

either the name prefixed with & or the

word do followed by the name. Use the

former if you want to use the return to

pass a value back from a subroutine, for

example

$noFound = 4

&query_contacts($find) ;
(Key:4 code string continues)

The next thing to look at is the

main code. You can see we’ve used a

similar loop to last month’s code to

read through the template file, and the

same sort of pattern matching function

to look for the start and end of the

template section. Obviously, since

we’re creating a proper web page, we

use the content type of text/html this

time. When the start of the template

section is found, we use .= to append

the next line of HTML to the existing

contents of our template string.

Going back to the subroutines,

performing a substitution is simple;

it looks like the pattern matching

we’ve done but this time there are

two parts, preceded by the letter s for

substitution; the first part shows what

we’re looking for, and the second is

the substitution. The trailing letter g

means ‘global’, without which Perl

would replace the first occurrence of

the pattern in the template string.

Finally, we’ve used this pattern

matching and substitution again, in

processing the Query String from the

environment; we look for any text that

matches ‘person=’ and replace it with

nothing. Why? So we can add a nice

touch at the bottom of our web page

with a little snippet like this

<FORM METHOD=”GET” ACTION=4

”contacts2.pl”>
<P>Search again: <INPUT TYPE4

=”text” NAME=”person”><BR>
<INPUT TYPE=”submit”></P>
</FORM>
Now, we have a page where people

can type a new name in and press

Enter or click the Submit button to

look for someone else. PCW
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With a search box

added, we have a

page that fits the

design of our

website and works

in a way most

users will

understand

SCREEN 2

#!/usr/bin/perl
#
# Emergency contacts script for PCW

sub query_contacts {
# routine to find the required name from the database
local ($query) = @_ ;

open( CONTACT, ‘EmergencyContacts.csv’) ;

while(<CONTACT>) {

( $name, $home, $mobile) = split(‘,’) ;
next if $name eq ‘Name’ ;
next if (( $name !~ /$query/i ) && 4

( $query ne ‘’ )) ;
do display_contact($name, $home, $mobile);

}

}
sub display_contact {
# output a contact record, using the template
local ($n, $h, $m ) = @_ ;

$output = $template ;
$output =~ s/--NAME--/$n/g ;
$output =~ s/--HOME--/$h/g ;
$output =~ s/--MOBILE-/$m/g ;

print $output ;

}
print “Content-type: text/html\n\n” ;
open(TEMPLATE,’contacts.html’) || die(“Can’t find template
file\n”) ;

$templateFound = 0 ;

# strip out the field name if we have a query
$find = $ENV{‘QUERY_STRING’} ;
$find =~ s/person=// ;

while(<TEMPLATE>) {

if ( $templateFound ) {
if ( $_ =~ /-- TEMPLATE END --/ ) {

$templateFound = 0 ;
# query the database
&query_contacts($find) ;

} else {
$template .= $_ ;

}
} else {

if ( $_ =~ /-- TEMPLATE BEGIN --/ ) {
$templateFound = 1 ;

} else {
print $_ ;

}
}

} (Key:4 code string continues)

Code for contact details template page
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