
GUIDE TO LINUX

APPLICATIONS
A typical Linux distribution differs from

Windows in that, while Windows is

supplied as a bare operating system with

a few token basic utilities, Linux comes with

a wealth of applications, games and server

software. What you get depends on the

distribution, as does how to install extra

supported software. Some software is

almost a given. Openoffice is the

omnipresent office suite. Compatible with

Microsoft Office, it is being adopted by

businesses and governments. Recently its file

format, an open equivalent of Word’s doc

format, became an international standard.

For web browsing, Firefox is available and, as

with Openoffice, differs from the Windows

version only in its appearance.

Other applications will vary depending

on whether the desktop is Gnome or KDE;

Kopete and Gaim, two instant-messaging

applications, are compatible with just about

all the IM protocols. Amarok (see screen 6)

can manage all your music files and leaves

Itunes far behind – the latest version can

manage Ipods and other digital players.

Digikam and f-spot can organise images.

For server software, the list includes

all the standard software on which the

Internet runs: the Apache web server, Perl,

PHP and Python, the MySQL database, and

major commercial applications such as

Oracle and DB2.

Software installation used to be

laborious and frustrating, but package

management has developed considerably

in recent years. The ‘apt’ system used by

Debian, Ubuntu and some other

distributions lets you install any supplied

package (and there are hundreds fully

supported) with just a couple of mouse

clicks. With such large collections of

software provided by the distributions, it

is usually unnecessary to go elsewhere

for downloads.

Due to US software patents, distributions

rarely provide applications or libraries

affected by them, even in areas where

software patents do not exist (such as

Europe). This is especially true of multimedia

codecs, including the omnipresent mp3 and

video codecs such as mpeg2. Although the

distributions will not supply the software

preinstalled, most give clear instructions on

how to install the software yourself. DVD

playback also presents an issue, because

video DVDs are encrypted so only licensed

players can play them back, which is

impossible with open-source video players.

Circumvention is available through the

‘libdvdcss’ library; this is illegal in the US,

but not in Europe. The American-led legal

case against the code was rejected in

Norway, and again on appeal, and the

library is freely available to download. Note

that libdvdcss does not circumvent any DVD

copy protection, but merely allows you

to play back region-coded DVD videos.

You should also be aware that you will be

legally responsible for paying any necessary

royalty and/or licensing fees required by the

patent holders for the playback of mpeg-

encoded material. PCW
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Info on distributions
http://distrowatch.com

Pressed CD retailers/distributors:
http://linuxiso.co.uk

http://linuxexporium.co.uk

www.tuxdiscs.co.uk

ISO Recorder (Windows)
http://isorecorder.alexfeinman.com/

isorecorder.htm

Firestarter Firewall
www.fs-security.com

Linux News
http://linux.slashdot.org

http://lwn.net

Linux resources

Major Linux distributions
DISTRIBUTION VERSION URL COMMERCIAL/FREE MAIN AIM DESCRIPTION

Debian 3.1 www.debian.org Free Server Solid and robust, but old software. Often used for servers

Devil Linux 1.2.9.0 www.devil-linux.org Free Firewall Turn an old, low-powered PC into a powerful firewall

Fedora Core 5 http://fedora.redhat.com Free Server
Testing ground for Red Hat Enterprise, contains some
cutting-edge features

Geexbox 1.0rc www.geexbox.org Free Multimedia player
Less than 10MB in size to boot your PC and play videos
and music

Gentoo 2006 www.gentoo.org Free Desktop and server
Source-based distribution, good performance but suited
to experts

Knoppix 4.0.2 www.knoppix.com Free Live Desktop The original live CD, boot up straight into a full KDE desktop

Kubuntu 6.06 www.kubuntu.org Free Desktop system An official version of Ubuntu based on the KDE desktop

Linspire 5.1 www.linspire.com Commercial Desktop system Commercial desktop system designed for Windows users

Mandriva One 2006 www.mandriva.com Both Desktop system User-friendly desktop based around KDE

Mepis 6 (beta) www.mepis.org Free Desktop system
A young distribution based on Ubuntu with a KDE desktop
and some tweaks

Slackware 10.2 www.slackware.com Free Desktop and server
The oldest Linux distribution, with many fans, but not very
user friendly

Slax 5.1.6.0 www.slax.org Free Live Desktop Based on Slackware, a popular live CD also based on KDE

Suse 10.1 www.opensuse.org Both Desktop and server
Backed by Novell, a good all-rounder for all sorts of
environments

Ubuntu 6.06 www.ubuntu.com Free Desktop system
Based on the Gnome desktop, polished and with great
up-to-date features

Xandros 3 www.xandros.com Both Desktop system
Commercial desktop system with free version available for
personal use

Amarok is a media player for the KDE desktop
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