
right depends on which button is pressed in

the toolbar. Using Rename you can create

filenames from the details in the Tags, in

a similar way to Foobar 2000. To do this,

use File Options, then Rename to make a

template consisting of placeholders in

the Use Variables field. The Tags section is

normally used to change the metadata of

multiple files. For example, if you put a

tick in front of Artist, enter a description of

your choice and confirm it by clicking on

Update, then the Artist tag for all the

selected tracks will be overwritten with the

new data. If you prefer to work track by

track and fill in the Tags individually then

select Edit by Hand.

If all that is too much, you can use The

Godfather in automatic mode: the program

will try to find album information from the

FreeDB database. Click on the Online

button to connect to the database, then

activate FreeDB and click the button with

the magic wand symbol. To start the search,

click on the Search Freedb button. The

program displays the entries found under

the heading of Result. If the right one is

there, go to Transfer Album and then to

Rename and Update. If the album you are

looking for is not in the results list, then

you can search FreeDB manually, clicking

on the relevant symbol to activate a text

search. You can then specify the artists and

albums to look for.

Creating playlists
The Godfather can also generate M3u and Pls

format playlists, which can be imported to

player software such as Winamp or Foobar

2000. All that the lists contain is information

to say which tracks should be played and in

what order.

Click the Organize button to access this

function; to generate a playlist, select the

folder containing the tracks from the file tree

on the left. The individual tracks will then be

shown in the lower-right window and you

can use Add selected to add songs to the list

in the main window.
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DBPoweramp
Music files that are already
stored on your hard disk can be
converted to other formats very
easily using DBpoweramp.
There are more than 40 codecs
available for download from the
DBPoweramp website, and files
can be converted from the right-
click menu.

Mp3tag
If you’re looking for a simple but
powerful tag editor, then

Mp3tag fits the bill. It supports
13 audio formats and, like
Foobar2000, is capable of adding
user-defined tags, and can be
linked to the FreeDB CD
database. It will also generate
playlists for you.

iTunes
Apple’s program isn’t just for
managing your iPod. It also has a
very capable music manager: you
can use iTunes to organise songs
as you wish, annotate them,

specify genres and create
playlists. The program’s
repertoire also includes a burning
function and a CD ripper, which
can store CDs in Apple’s own
lossless format.

Media Monkey
If your music is scattered all over
your hard disk, then Media
Monkey can put it in order. It
scans all your drives for audio
files and then sorts them, using
the tags, into categories such as

title, artist, album or genre. You
can rate your tracks and make a
playlist or audio CD with your
favourite tunes, based on these
ratings. The built-in audio player
recognises the mp3, Ogg, Mpc,
Wma, Ape and Flac formats;
external player programs can
also be integrated.

Amok Playlist Copy
Music can be copied to many
mobile audio players easily using
Windows Explorer or with

Software round-up – topmp3 tools

DVDs are the cheapest backup media, with 1GB of storage costing as little as four pence. External hard disks are more expensive, but faster and
offering more capacity. And don’t overlook good old streaming tape, either.

Disc prices in £ based on media from www.svp.co.uk, including Vat

Backup media compared

Backup media prices
CD-R CD-RW DVD-R DVD-RW DVD-RAM DVD-DL USB HARD DISK STREAMING TAPE

Capacity (GB) 0.7 0.7 4.7 4.7 4.7 8.5 Up to 750 36

Typical price (£) 0.10 0.22 0.20 0.26 1.41 0.92 Depends on size 10

Price per GB (£) 0.14 0.31 0.04 0.06 0.3 0.11 0.22 – 0.75 0.28

Transfer rate in Mbytes/sec up to 8.2 up to 4.7 up to 21.6 up to 10.8 2 up to 5.4 Up to 60 3

‘The Godfather offers
numerous music
management features’

DBPoweramp Mp3tag iTunes Media Monkey


